
WHAT IS AGR?

Challenges For An Independent Scotland

For more information on AGR visit www.annualgroundrent.com

or visit us on Facebook 

AGR ANNUAL GROUND RENT
a fairer way

There are issues - both real and imagined - which could undermine the economic case for Scottish Independence.

These include:

 

Volatile oil revenues

Public sector subsidy by England

Reduction in foreign investment 

Increase in personal & business 
taxation 
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Annual Ground Rent is an alternative model to fund Scotland’s public �nances. It’s simpler,

easier to manage and can encourage growth while ensuring public services are funded. 

And it means more money in your pocket too.

Scotland can fund public services without having to worry about increasing taxes, borrowing 

and debt, while also attracting businesses.



AGR is a system which imposes ground rents solely on land ownership. If you own land, you pay ground rent.  That’s it.

AGR and its impact

IMPACT ON YOU

IMPACT ON LAND OWNERS

IMPACT ON SCOTLAND

• No tax on income, capital or inheritance

• No tax on goods and services 

• No council tax or commercial rates 

• No business tax

• Your year’s tax bill known in advance

• Higher disposable income

• Individuals or communities could buy    
  more land

• Certainty in public revenue

• No tax evasion or avoidance

• The potential to abolish poverty

• Wealth fund could be created

• Attract business and high earners to Scotland

• Public Finances always in credit  

• Reduces the bureaucracy of government

Area
If we include multi-leveled urban 
developments, a rough 
approximation of Scotland’s surface 
area come to 90,480,000,000 m2 

available land.

Spend
We need to spend £78,000,000,000 
per year - an increase of 14% over 
current levels - on Scotland’s budget.

Dividing the land by the desired spend gives us a basic AGR rate per m2.

A �at rate across scotland per square metre would be detrimental to farms & rural 
developments, so we need to introduce a “banding” system that recognises the 
di�erence in rural and urban land use:

How to calculate AGR The AGR Rate

• It will be in their interests to develop, diversify and farm land they retain

• Land owners will o�oad uneconomic land - initially reducing the market price

• Will bene�t from all their other assets not subject to inheritance or other wealth or capital taxes

Land Type Rate per m2

Rough Grazing (RGR) £0.014
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Woodland (WR) £0.03

Arable (AR) £0.03

Urban (UR) £3.93


